











BrineStream/Vlanagement

Steps toward effective brine stream
management in Victoria

e

— Applying triple bottom line criteria to evaluate technologies that use brine
streams as a product have changed the focus from disposal to re-use

Engineering and environmental consultancy, URS Australia

is tracking well towards identifying a range of cost effective
solutions for brine stream management in Victoria, through its
Smart Water Fund project.

As part of the project, URS worked with Central Highlands Water,
Wannon Water and GWMWater to identity and evaluate innovative
solutions for the management of brine streams against triple bottom
line (TBL) criterion.

The project aims to guide the direction of future water corporation
research and development into brine stream management, which
will be a challenge for water corporations into the future as a result
of desalination processes.

The team identified current brine stream management practices
worldwide and their associated issues through a literature review,
and conducted interviews with universities and Cooperative
Research Centres to identify current best practice initiatives.

URS shared its findings earlier this year at an industry forum with
representatives from each of Victoria’s urban water corporations
and other organisations including EPA Victoria and CSIRO.

Discussions included the triple bottom line issues and risks associated
with using groundwater to supplement existing water supplies and
to meet water demand projections for the next 50 years.

The forum was effective in promoting discussion of ideas and issues
between water corporations and authorities and participants agreed
that planning for the future is essential.

“We have recommended that the next stage in the investigation of
brine reuse should be the selection of a specific site, and then the
development and application of triple bottom line criteria,” said
Bryan Chadwick, a URS hydrogeologist and the project’s director.

“We are currently investigating funding options for this next step,
which will provide valuable information on the relative costs and
benefits of each reuse option.”
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Tap into a wealth of
information with the
Smart Water Fund

The Smart Water Fund has supported over
150 projects. All of them will provide unique
learnings on innovative water conservation,
recycling and biosolid management solutions.

Newsletters, case studies and comprehensive
project information on a wide range of
innovative sustainable water use projects

are available from the Smart Water Fund
Knowledge Hub at www.smartwater.com.au

Case studies are available for:

e Sporting Facilities

e \Waste Water Treatment

e Building and Renovating

¢ Educational Programs

¢ Food and Beverage Manufacturing

Do you know someone who could benefit

from receiving the Smart Water Fund
Newsletter?

Contact 1800 882 432 or

subscribe on-line at our website

Visit our website
www.smartwater.com.au
Contact

1800 882 432 or

+61 3 9552 3377 (overseas)

email
info@smartwater.com.au

Smart Water,
smart website

Investing in innovative
water solutions

New Smart Water Fund website homepage

The Smart Water Fund has launched its new website with a fresh new
look and focus on sharing the valuable knowledge gained through
funded projects. The new website is more user-friendly, and includes
new features such as an expanded Knowledge Hub with in-depth project
information, images, and search tool. To encourage best-practice water
use the website also links to innovative water conservation ideas from
around Australia and the world.

Explore the new site at smartwater.com.au

Round 7 Update

Applications for Smart Water Fund Round 7 funding closed on
20 November 2009.

Smart Water Fund spokesperson Shaun Cox, said interest in Round 7
has been strong with enquiries to the Fund approaching record levels.

“We look forward to seeing a range of innovative ideas and methods
for water conservation, recycling and biosolids management that
Round 7 funding will help to support,” Mr Cox says.

The Smart Water Fund has received a wide variety of innovative project
applications from both metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria.

The assessment process has commenced with the successful projects
expected to be announced in early 2010.

This newsletter has been
produced using recycled paper
and environmentally friendly
print techniques.





