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The Smart Water Fund’s inaugural Smart Water 
Conference was held in late October at the 
Melbourne Convention Centre with a sell-out 
crowd hearing from leaders in the water and 
sustainability fields. 

The purpose of the Smart Water Conference was to 
provide a platform to showcase the innovative water 
management projects supported by the Smart Water 
Fund and to share knowledge and generate discussion 
on innovation and research in the water sector.

Delegates in attendance heard from twenty speakers 
who shared their experiences and insights gained 
from their innovative water projects that have received 
grants from the Fund since its inception in 2002. 

The day began with a keynote address from Arron Wood, 
the 2007 Prime Ministers Environmentalist of the Year 
Award winner and a leading voice in the environmental 
sustainability field. Arron’s inspiring and entertaining 
speech set the mood for a full day of discussion and 
interaction between delegates and presenters. 

Following the keynote address the conference split 
into the three breakout streams, covering the areas 
of science and technology, community, education 
and social science, and industry and business. 

In the morning and afternoon breakout streams, 
delegates heard from a diverse range of speakers 
including academic researchers, business people, 
architects, educators and local government officers. 

To round off the conference, a panel discussion 
hosted by event MC Mike Larkan was held with 
leading water and sustainability experts including 
Professor Tony Wong (Design + Planning at AECOM), 
Arron Wood, Associate Professor Rebekah Brown 
(Monash University), Dr Damien Giurco (Institute for 
Sustainable Futures, UTS) and Shaun Cox (South 
East Water) to discuss the future challenges and 
opportunities for creating water smart cities in 
Australia. 

Smart Water Fund spokesman Shaun Cox said that 
the conference was a great way for delegates to 
interact with those at the forefront of innovation and 
research in the water sector. 

 “�The real strength of the Smart Water Conference 
was its ability to bring a diverse range of speakers 
and delegates together and generate discussion 
and knowledge sharing to extend the reach of the 
learnings generated by the Smart Water Fund’s 
investments”, he said. 

“�The Smart Water Fund is very pleased with the high 
level of interest in the Conference, with places selling 
out prior to the day, and thanks our presenters and 
everyone who attended for making the event a great 
success”, he added. 

For more information on the Smart Water Conference 
and to download presentation slides from the day 
visit www.smartwater.com.au/conference. 

Tap into a wealth of 
information with the 
Smart Water Fund

The Smart Water Fund has supported over 
150 projects. All of them will provide unique 
learnings on innovative water conservation, 
recycling and biosolid management solutions.

Newsletters, case studies and comprehensive 
project information on a wide range of 
innovative sustainable water use projects 
are available from the Smart Water Fund 
Knowledge Hub at www.smartwater.com.au

Case studies are available for:
• Sporting Facilities 
• Waste Water Treatment 
• Building and Renovating 
• Educational Programs 
• Food and Beverage Manufacturing

Do you know someone who could benefit 

from receiving the Smart Water Fund 
Newsletter?  
Contact 1800 882 432 or  
subscribe on-line at our website

Visit our website 
www.smartwater.com.au
Contact 
1800 882 432 or 
+61 3 9552 3377 (overseas)
email 
info@smartwater.com.au

BrineStreamManagement

Round 7 Update
Applications for Smart Water Fund Round 7 funding closed on  
20 November 2009.

Smart Water Fund spokesperson Shaun Cox, said interest in Round 7 
has been strong with enquiries to the Fund approaching record levels. 

“�We look forward to seeing a range of innovative ideas and methods 
for water conservation, recycling and biosolids management that 
Round 7 funding will help to support,” Mr Cox says. 

The Smart Water Fund has received a wide variety of innovative project 
applications from both metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria.

The assessment process has commenced with the successful projects 
expected to be announced in early 2010.

Smart Water, 
smart website

The Smart Water Fund has launched its new website with a fresh new 
look and focus on sharing the valuable knowledge gained through 
funded projects. The new website is more user-friendly, and includes 
new features such as an expanded Knowledge Hub with in-depth project 
information, images, and search tool. To encourage best-practice water 
use the website also links to innovative water conservation ideas from 
around Australia and the world. 

Explore the new site at smartwater.com.au

>	 �New Smart Water Fund website homepage

Smart Water Conference facilitates 
knowledge sharing discussion

>	� �From left to right: Smart Water Fund spokesman, Shaun Cox, 
Conference keynote speaker, Arron Wood and MC, Mike Larkan

Steps toward effective brine stream 
management in Victoria

Engineering and environmental consultancy, URS Australia 
is tracking well towards identifying a range of cost effective 
solutions for brine stream management in Victoria, through its 
Smart Water Fund project. 

As part of the project, URS worked with Central Highlands Water, 
Wannon Water and GWMWater to identity and evaluate innovative 
solutions for the management of brine streams against triple bottom 
line (TBL) criterion. 

The project aims to guide the direction of future water corporation 
research and development into brine stream management, which 
will be a challenge for water corporations into the future as a result 
of desalination processes. 

The team identified current brine stream management practices 
worldwide and their associated issues through a literature review, 
and conducted interviews with universities and Cooperative 
Research Centres to identify current best practice initiatives.

URS shared its findings earlier this year at an industry forum with 
representatives from each of Victoria’s urban water corporations 
and other organisations including EPA Victoria and CSIRO. 

Discussions included the triple bottom line issues and risks associated 
with using groundwater to supplement existing water supplies and 
to meet water demand projections for the next 50 years. 

The forum was effective in promoting discussion of ideas and issues 
between water corporations and authorities and participants agreed 
that planning for the future is essential.  

“�We have recommended that the next stage in the investigation of 
brine reuse should be the selection of a specific site, and then the 
development and application of triple bottom line criteria,” said 
Bryan Chadwick, a URS hydrogeologist and the project’s director. 

“�We are currently investigating funding options for this next step, 
which will provide valuable information on the relative costs and 
benefits of each reuse option.” 

>	� Applying triple bottom line criteria to evaluate technologies that use brine 
streams as a product have changed the focus from disposal to re-use
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