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Look for stars at your local car wash
Australians can now easily identify water efficient car wash facilities, thanks to an innovative water rating
scheme launched by the Australian Car Wash Association (ACWA).

Under the scheme, participating car wash facilities are given a star rating from one to five, that indicates how
water efficient they are based on how much drinking-quality water they use. This rating is then prominently
displayed to help consumers choose a car wash that uses less water.

Providing consumers with this choice will help to conserve water and protect Australia’s waterways, as facilities
that take part are also required to comply with environmental regulations for trade waste.

“The rating scheme makes it easy for everyone to play a role in conserving water. If 25 per cent of car owners
nationally washed their cars ten times per year at a participating four or five star car wash, then approximately 
15 million litres of water could be saved per week,” says Geoff Logie-Smith from ACWA.

Adoption of the scheme will provide operators with a competitive edge in the market place as well as enabling
them to reduce operating costs and increase margins through improved water efficiency.

The Car Wash Association Water Saving Scheme was developed and trialed in Melbourne with the help of a
Smart Water Fund grant. It is now being implemented nationally.

Dennis Cavagna, Managing Director of South East Water and spokesperson for the Smart Water Fund, has
endorsed the scheme.

“I look forward to seeing star ratings at car washes across Australia, and I encourage consumers to look for
them next time they wash their car,” said Mr Cavagna.

To learn more about the car wash water rating scheme contact the Australian Car Wash Association
on 03 9576 7800 or visit www.carwashwater.com.au

Above: Supporters of the new
rating scheme (left to right):
David Elliott, Yarra Valley Water;
Roy Schloss, ACWA; Mark
DeCleva, BP; Geoff Logie-Smith,
ACWA; Tony Stephens, ACWA;
Adam Stone, ACWA; Rob Ansom,
ACWA; Dennis Cavagna, South
East Water; Geoff Gardiner, City
West Water; Gordon McFarlane,
Melbourne Water; Paul Morris,
ACWA; Greg Boston, ACWA.



The Melbourne Museum’s Water Smart
Homes public program, funded by the Smart
Water Fund, featured a range of exciting
activities to celebrate water during National
Water Week (15 – 23 October 2005).

A highlight of the program was a rare
opportunity for people to visit five 
different and innovative water saving 
homes around Melbourne.

Over four hundred people visited the homes
to learn more about water conservation 
and re-use around the home. Two of the 
open houses featured were also funded 
by the Smart Water Fund.

Stuart McQuire’s house in West Brunswick
uses a greywater recycling system and
rainwater tanks. Only two taps in the house
are connected to mains water, bringing their
drinking water use down to just two and a
half buckets a day. The family’s water bill 
for Autumn was just $1.55.

The key water saving initiatives include:
• A greywater system which recycles water

from their shower, basin and laundry. It is
treated to a level to be used in flushing the
toilet, watering the garden and is stored in
underground storage facilities.

• Three 4,500L water tanks are installed in
the back yard.

“Half of the water savings we’ve achieved
can be implemented by most households at
minimum cost,” says Stuart McQuire, “the
other half are a little more complicated and
will cost more to implement”.

Luke Middleton’s property in Prahran has been
designed with water saving features from the
beginning. Designed to reduce impact on the
environment, the property features:

• a 5,500L rainwater tank located under
decking in the back courtyard

• water efficient appliances and fittings
• reflection pond (filled with rainwater) 

at the front entrance acts as a passive
cooling system to cool air before it 
enters the house.

The Melbourne Museum’s Water Smart
Homes program also included home and
garden tours for non-English speaking
members of our community, a public forum
on Melbourne’s water supply, Tank City – an
interactive educational display of rain tanks
and a variety of seminars exploring water
conservation and re-use in urban areas.
Further information:
www.museum.vic.gov.au/watersmarthome
www.emegroup.com.au

Water Smart ideas for 
every type of home

More Smart
Water Fund
Projects in 
the pipeline

The Smart Water Fund is now evaluating
more than 150 applications for Round 3
funding. We are pleased by the number and
quality of applications which span the three
funding streams and include 40 applications
from regional Victoria.

This is the first time applications have been
received from regional Victoria and the
Smart Water Fund is looking forward to the
implementation of these innovative ideas.

All projects will be notified of the outcome 
as soon as possible and all successful
projects will be listed in the February 2006
issue of this newsletter.

All projects selected will have to meet the
Smart Water Fund’s stringent selection

criteria and demonstrate innovation.

If you missed out on applying for funding in
Round 3, stay tuned as we intend to release
Round 4 funding in the first half of 2006.

Make sure to visit the Smart Water Fund
website for details. The website is also a
great resource for information about
innovation in water recycling, conservation
and biosolids management.

If you would like to receive regular updates
from the Smart Water Fund, forward your
details to info@smartwater.com.au

Chris Lee
Manager, Smart Water Fund

• Only 3% of the water in 
the world is fresh water 1

• Australia’s average rainfall of
469 mm/yr is below the global
average of 746mm/yr 1

• Melbourne’s water storage 
at the beginning of November 
is just over 60% 2

• Melburnians have saved 22 per
cent more water per person in
2004, compared to the average
use in the 1990s 3

• Australia is the worlds driest
continent (excluding Antarctica),
yet has one of the highest per
capita water consumption rates
in the world 1

• By 2030 the population in
regional Victoria is expected to
grow by 350,000 making smart
water use essential for the
future of regional communities 4

1 www.savewater.com.au
2 www.melbournewater.com.au
3 www.ourwater.vic.gov.au
4 www.southeastwater.com.au

Water
Fast
Facts

Not even the rain could stop the tours from going
ahead at Stuart McQuire’s house.
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Western Health
is saving water
as well as lives
Western Health has taken up the challenge to
reduce the amount of water used within the
Central Sterile Supply Department at its
Sunshine, Williamstown and Western hospitals.

The Department is responsible for 
cleaning and sterilising medical instruments
and packaging them for reuse using 
Hi Pre-vacuum steriliser machines.

The machines use a large amount of 
mains water to cool the steam condensate
used in the sterilisation process before 
it is discharged as run-off into the 
wastewater system.

The Smart Water Fund project included the
modification of nine machines to use recycled
cold water, rather than drinking-quality 
water, in the liquid vacuum seal process 
and steam cooling after sterilisation.

By connecting the machines to the pre-existing
air-conditioning closed loop water systems 
in each hospital, Western Health will save
around 20 million litres of water a year.

As well as easing the strain on Melbourne’s
drinking water supply, the project will reduce
the financial costs associated with
wastewater. The savings will enable Western
Health to direct more funds towards where
they are needed most: saving lives.

“I encourage all health facilities to think 
about what they can do to save water when
investing in new and existing equipment,” said
Mr D’Cruz, Director, Facilities Management.

“There may be opportunities to connect to
existing recycled water systems or implement
new ways of using waste water”.

In addition to receiving the Smart Water Fund
grant, Western Health has received additional
funding to replace three machines at the
Western hospital that will be compatible with
chilled water.

For further information contact Cecil
D’Cruz, Director, Facilities Management,
Western Health on 03 8345 1788.

State Netball Hockey Centre
reaches its goal with 
recycled water

The State Netball Hockey Centre located in Royal Park is leading the way in innovative sports
centre management.

The centre recently installed a recycled rainwater system to curb the amount of drinking-quality
water used on their two hockey pitches. The pitches are of international standard and need to
be kept damp during each game for player safety.

The system works by collecting rainwater from the centre’s roof and pitch areas. It is then
filtered and disinfected using a UV lamp before being stored in four 45 kilolitre underground
tanks ready for use.

By using recycled water, the centre hopes to save 19 million litres of water a year, with excess
from the tanks used to water the surrounding gardens. In addition, it is estimated that the new
system will save the centre approximately ten thousand dollars a year in water bills.

This is the first hockey facility in Australia to implement a water recycling system of its kind.

Simon Weatherill, CEO of the centre hopes it will showcase what can be done in water saving to
the global community when the centre hosts the hockey competitions during the 2006
Commonwealth Games.

“I encourage all sporting facilities that use synthetic damp pitches to think about installing a
water recycling system.”

Interest has already been received by two sporting facilities, including the sporting complex in
Bendigo, who received the State Centre’s old hockey pitches.

“Bendigo is experiencing much tougher water restrictions than Melbourne and would benefit
immensely from a water recycling system,” said Mr Weatherill.

For further information on the specifics of the system, contact the Operation and Maintenance
Co-ordinator, State Netball Hockey Centre, Steven Freer on 03 8379 4205.

Source:State Netball Hockey Centre

“I encourage all sporting
facilities that use synthetic
damp pitches to think
about installing a water
recycling system.”

The watering of the centre’s hockey pitches
before play and during half-time is essential for
player safety.
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